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SUBJECT: LETTER AND PRESS INTERVIEW BY MAJOR PERRE ON 
CABRANES CASE STIR CONTROVERSY 

1. THE CABRANES CASE CAPTURED NEW PRESS ATTENTION AND CAUSED 
INCREASED PUBLIC COMMENT POLLOWING LAST WEEK'S PRESS STORIES 
ON THE SUBJECT (BOGOTA 6339) WITH A LETTER AND PRESS INTERVIEW 
BY MAJOR PERRE ON THAT SUBJECT. 

2. LEADING BOGOTA DAILY EL TIEMPO OF JULY 13 CARRIED PRONT 
PAGE LEAD ARTICLE HEADLINED "MIAMI MAYOR TERMS COLOMBIAN 
GOVERNMENT CYNICAL. " ARTICLE CONTAINS LETTER PROM MAJOR PERRE 
TO EL EIEMPO MANAGING DIRECTOR WHICH FIRST TAKES GOC TO TASK 
POR DENYING ASYLUM TO A CUBAN SEAMAN, AND GOES ON TO CRITICIZE 
GOC FOR "PLACING OBSTACLE" TO APPOINTMENT OF CABRANES. PERRE 
THEN STATES THAT AT JUNE 28 BANQUET AT WHITE HOUSE WHICH PERRE 
ATTENDED, HE HEARD PRESIDENT AND MRS. CARTER "COMMENTING ON 
THE SERIOUS ERROR WHICH THE GOVERNMENT OP COLOMBIA COMMITTED 
NOT TO HAVE ACCEPTED WITH MORE WARMTH" CABRANES' APPOINTMENT. 

3. EL TIEMPO OP JULY 14 IN AN EDITORIAL COMMENT ON PERRE'S 
LETTER DEPENDED GOC'S DECISION TO DELAY AGREMENT TO CABRANES 
AS CAUSED NOT BY CABRANES’ "RACIAL ORIGEN " BUT RATHER BY ITS 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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DISPLEASURE OVER FORMER US AMBASSADOR SANCHEZ WHO, THE 
EDITORIAL STATES, "FOR A THOUSAND REASONS" WAS AN UNFORTUNATE 
CHOICE. 

4. CONSERVATIVE DAILY EL SIGLO OP JULY 14, IN AN EDITORIAL 
COMMENT, DESCRIBED THE FERRE LETTER TO EL EIEMPO "AN AFPRONT," 

SAID PERRE’S LANGUAGE "DEBILITATES" FRIENDLY US-COLOMBIAN 
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RELATIONS, AND REQUESTED AN OFEICIAL PROTEST. 

5. TELEVISION AND RADIO PROGRAMS OP JULY 13 ALSO CARRIED 
STORY BASED ON FERRE'S LETTER TO EL TIEMPO. ONE RADIO NEWS 
PROGRAM REPORTED THAT "CONGRESSIONAL SOURCES, " OTHERWISE 
UNNAMED, HAD CRITICIZED THE LETTER AND THAT "OTHER SOURCES" 

HAD CALLED POR A "STRONG PROTEST" BY THE COLOMBIAN 
POREIGN MINISTRY. 

6. IN THE MIDST OP THE CONTROVERSY CREATED BY PERRE'S LETTER, 

JULY 14 LIBERAL DAILY EL ESPECTADOR CARRIED AN INTERVIEW WITH 
PERRE ON THE CABRANES CASE, REPRINTED PROM CONSERVATIVE 
WEEKLY NEWS MAGAZINE GUION OF JULY 14. FERRE IS QUOTED AS SAYING 
THAT THE GOC WAS NOT ALONE AT PAULT. "STATE DEPARTMENT OPPICIALS, 
BEGINNING WITH HIGH OFPICIALS OP THE US EMBASSY IN BOGOTA, 
INTERVENED NEGATIVELY, AND SIMPLY DID NOT DO EVERTHING POSSIBLE 
TO RESOLVE THE CONFLICT." 

7. COMMENT/ THE PRESS INTERVIEWS AND LETTER HAVE POCUSED 
NEW AND WIDESPREAD INTEREST ON THE CABRANES APPAIR, 

WHICH IS EMBARRASSING TO BOTH THE USG AND THE GOC. THE 
SUBJECT HAS ALSO BECOME CONSTANT PARE AT MEETINGS AND 
SOCIAL GATHERINGS ATTENDED BY EMBASSY OFPICERS, ESPECIALLY 
THE NEW ALLEGATION THAT THE EMBASSY PLAYED A NEGATIVE ROLE 
IN THIS APFAIR. ALSO, WE ARE SOMEWHAT SURPRISED THAT THE 
GOC HAS NOT YET REACTED PUBLICLY TO PERRE'S CHARGES AGAINST 
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IT, GIVEN THE PRICKLY NATURES OP PRESIDENT LOPEZ AND FOREIGN 
MINISTER LIEVANO. END COMMENT. 

DREXLER 
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